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FALMOUTH  AND  TRURO  PORT  HEALTH  AUTHORITY 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Falmouth  and  Truro  Port 
Health  Authority 


Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  report  for  the  year  ended  31st  December, 
1969. 

As  in  previous  years  the  report  is  compiled  in  accordance  with  Form  Port  20 
of  the  Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security. 

It  is  again  a pleasure  to  record  my  thanks  to  the  Superintendent  of  H.M. 
Customs  Waterguard  and  his  staff,  H.M.  Immigration  Officer,  The  Pilots, 
Dockmasters,  Agents  and  Owners,  and  the  Boatmen  who  transported  me  at 
various  times  in  all  sorts  of  weather. 

I wish  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Port  Health  Authority  for 
their  interest  and  sympathetic  consideration  of  matters  affecting  the 
Administration. 

I am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

H.R.T.  DEVLIN 

Port  Medical  Officer 
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Address  and  telephone  number  of  ) 42  Church  Street,  Falmouth 

the  Medical  Officer  of  Hea Ith  ) Tel.  Falmouth  312143 


AMOUNT  OF  SHIPPING  ENTERING  THE  DISTRICT  DURING  THE  YEAR 
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The  majority  of  coastwise  Yachts  arriving  in  the 
Port  have  not  been  included  in  these  figures 


SECTION  III 


CHARACTER  OF  SHIPPING  AND  TRADE  DURING  THE  YEAR 

TABLE  C 


Passenger  Traffic 


Number  of  passengers  inwards  2,036 

Number  of  passengers  outwards  1 ,540 


Principal  IMPORTS  Small  quantities  of  timber,  coal,  petroleum 
spirit,  lubricating  oils,  barley  grits  and 
animal  feeding  stuffs,  fertiliser.  Only  a 
negligible  amount  of  import  trade  is  carried 
on  at  the  port  which  is  primarily  a ship 
Cargo  Traffic  repair  port  and  port  of  refuge 

Principal  EXPORTS  China  clay,  small  machinery  and  ships 
stores. 

The  port  is  used  for  transhipment  of 
explosives  for  world  wide  export 


PRINCIPAL  PORTS  from  which  vessels  arrive: 

Falmouth,  being  virtually  the  'First  and  Last  Port  in  Europe'  and  principally  a 
port  of  refuge  as  well  as  a ship  repair  port,  has  arrivals  from  all  parts  of  the 
world;  as  casualties  for  repair;  for  shelter;  for  medical  aid;  for  extra  bunkers, 
water  or  stores  and  to  land  seamen,  superintendents  and  stowaways.  The 
following  ports,  however,  were  the  last  ports  of  call  for  over  half  of  the 
vessels  arriving  from  foreign  ports: 

Amsterdam,  Antwerp,  The  Azores,  Baltimore  (Eire),  Bremen  and  Bremerhaven, 
Brest,  Camaret,  The  Channel  Islands,  Cherborg,  Cork,  Drogheda,  Dublin, 
Gibraltar,  Hamburg,  Kiel,  L'Abervrach,  Le  Havre,  Limerick,  Lisbon, 
Morlaiz,  Rotterdam,  Rostock,  St.  Malo,  Stockholm,  Waterford,  Ymuiden. 
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SECTION  IV 


INLAND  BARGE  TRAFFIC 


There  is  no  Barge  traffic  in  the  Port. 


SECTION  V 
WATER  SUPPLIES 

Mains  water  is  supplied  by  the  South  Cornwall  Water  Board,  who  also  provide 
and  maintain  the  Water  Boat,  'Celia  B1,  which  is  operated  from  Falmouth 
Harbour.  At  times  when  'Celia  B'  cannot  supply  drinking  water  afloat,  two  of 
the  local  tugs  undertake  the  duties  of  the  Water  Boat;  in  addition,  drinking 
water  can  be  taken  from  any  quay  or  berth  at  Falmouth  Docks  or  at  Falmouth's 
Town  Quay,  Coast  Lines  wharf,  Penryn  Town  Quay,  Malpas  Oil  Depot,  as 
well  as  Lighterage  Quay  and  Harvey's  Timber  Wharf  at  Truro,  while  yachts 
can  take  water  at  many  other  places. 

During  the  year  76  samples  of  drinking  water  have  been  taken  as  shown  below, 
and  they  have  been  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Truro  for 
bacteriological  examination. 


Samples 

taken 

Results 

Unsatisfactory 

Satisfactory 

Dock  hydrants 

17 

- 

17 

Other  quays  and  wharfs 

10 

- 

10 

Ships  - routine  sampling 

29 

8 

21 

- repeat  sampling 

11 

1 

10 

Waterboat 

5 

- 

5 

Tugs  acting  was  waterboat 

2 

- 

2 

Houseboats 

1 

- 

1 

Boats  for  hire 

1 

- 

1 

76 

9 

67 
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Those  ships  where  routine  water  sampling  disclosed  a polluted  water  supply,  the 
water  was  pumped  to  waste  and  the  tanks,  pipes  and  water  system  were  flushed, 
chlorinated,  drained,  re-flushed  and  finally  re-filled,  repeat  samples  then 
being  taken.  Two  of  the  vessels,  whose  samples  produced  unsatisfactory  results, 
had  unfortunately  sailed  before  the  results  were  received,  but  telephone  calls, 
radio  messages  and  letters  ensured  that  the  water  was  disposed  of  or  chlorinated 
and  further  samples  taken  by  Swansea  and  Cape  Town  Port  Health  Authorities 
gave  satisfactory  results. 


SECTION  VI 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (SHIPS)  REGULATIONS  1966  - 1968 


The  Port  Health  Authority  maintains  a 24  Hour  service  to  deal  with  the  routine 
work,  and  incoming  vessels  are  boarded  as  soon  as  possible  after  arrival. 

Infected  Areas  From  the  Weekly  Epidemiological  Record  - A weekly  bulletin 
issued  by  the  World  Health  Organisation  - a list  of  all  infected  ports  throughout 
the  world  is  published  and  circularised  to  Pilot,  H.M.  Customs,  the  Shipping 
Agents  and  H.M.I.  Migration  Officer.  This  list  is  issued  jointly  with  the  Fowey 
Port  Health  Authority,  and  is  revised  as  required. 

During  the  year  one  vessel  arrived  from  an  infected  port  and  was  boarded  by  the 
Deputy  Port  Medical  Inspector.  The  Vaccination  certificates  and  the  crew  were 
inspected  and  the  vessel  cleared. 

Radio  Messages  This  Port  is  designated  as  a Radio  Receiving  Port  for  the  pur- 
poses of  Quarantine  Control.  Requests  for  free  Pratique  and  other  messages 
are  dealt  with  as  required. 

As  a result  of  the  new  International  Code  of  Signals  coming  into  force,  the 
signal  L IM  (I  require  the  Port  Medical  Officer)  is  now  replaced  by  the  signal 
ZW. 

The  signal  flown  at  the  mast  head  or  flashed  by  lamp,  indicates  that  the  ship  has 
on  board,  or  has  had  on  board  within  the  last  four  weeks,  a case  or  suspected 
case  of  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  or  that  there  are  other  similar  circumstances 
requiring  the  attention  of  the  Medical  Officer.  It  is  therefore  important  that 
the  Port  Medical  Officer  is  notified  as  soon  as  a ship  showing  this  signal  is 
sighted . 
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SECTION  VIII 


No  change. 


SMALLPOX 


SECTION  VIII 
VENEREAL  DISEASE 


Cases  of  Venereal  Disease  are  referred  to  the  Special  Treatment  Clinics  at 
Falmouth  or  Truro. 


SECTION  IX 

CASES  OF  NOTIFIABLE  AND  OTHER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

TABLE  D 


Category 

1 

Disease 

Number  of  cases 
during  the  year 

! 

Number  of 
Ships 

Concerned 

Passengers 

Crew 

Cases  landed 

Ma  laria 

1 

1 

from  ships 

Infective 

2 

2 

from  foreign 
ports 

Hepatitis 

Leptospirosis 

- 

1 

1 

Cases  which 
have  occurred 
on  ships  from 
foreigh  ports 

but  have  been 
disposed  of 
before  arrival 

Cases  landed 

from  other  ships 
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SECTION  X 


OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE  OCCURRENCE  OF  MALARIA  IN  SHIPS 

An  East  African  crew  member  who  had  recently  joined  the  Oakwood  was  found 
to  be  suffering  from  malaria.  He  was  landed  and  admitted  to  hospital  for  treat- 
ment, on  May  26th,  1969. 


SECTION  XI 

MEASURES  TAKEN  AGAINST  SHIPS  INFECTED 

WITH  OR  SUSPECTED  FOR  PLAGUE 

No  infected  or  suspected  ships  arrived  during  the  year. 


SECTION  XII 

MEASURED  AGAINST  RODENTS  IN  SHIPS  FROM  FOREIGN  PORTS 

All  vessels  boarded  by  the  Port  Health  Inspector  are  also  examined  for  any 
evidence  of  rodent  activity  and  any  such  activity  is  promptly  treated  in  co- 
operation with  the  owners  and  agents. 

During  the  year  traces  of  rodent  activity  were  noted  in  three  vessels  and 
baiting  by  Rentokil  Laboratories  Ltd.  was  carried  out.  One  of  the  rats  killed 
was  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  who  reported  no  trace  of 
Pathological  Organisms. 


TABLE  E 

RODENTS  DESTROYED  DURING  THE  YEAR  IN  SHIPS  FROM  FOREIGN  PORTS 


Category 

Number 

Black  Rats 

Nil 

Brown  Rats 

2 

Sent  for  examination 

1 

Infected  with  plague 

Nil 
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TABLE  F 


DERATT1NG  CERTIFICATES  AND  DERATT1NG  EXEMPTION  CERTIFICATES 

ISSUED  DURING  THE  YEAR  FOR  SHIPS  FROM  FOREIGN  PORTS  " 


Number  of  DeRatting  Certificates 
issued  after  Fumigation 

Total 

Number  of 
Deratting 
Exemption 
Certificates 
issued 

Total 

Certificates 

issued 

HCN 

Other  Fumigant 
(state  method) 

After 

Trapping 

After 

Poisoning 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

55 

56 

SECTION  XIII 

INSPECTION  OF  SHIPS  FOR  NUISANCES 
TABLE  G 

INSPECTION  AND  NOTICES 


Nature  and  Number 
of  Inspections 

Notices  Served 

Results  of 

Serving  Notices 

Statutory 

Notices 

Other 

Notices 

General  Inspections 

620 

40 

34  Remedied 

Re-Visits 

889 

Total 

1,509 

40 

34  Remedied 

SECTION  XIV 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (SHELL  FISH)  REGULATIONS  1934  and  1955 

The  Regulations  refer  to  the  gathering  and  sale  for  human  consumption  of  shell 
fish  which  may  be  infected. 

All  shell  fish  in  the  area  are  liable  to  pollution  and  before  they  are  sold  passed 
through  tanks  at  Helford,  Flushing,  Coombe,  Truro  and  Mylor.  Specimens 
are  sent  from  the  tanks  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory. 
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SECTION  XV 


MEDICAL  INSPECTION  OF  ALIENS 


Medical  Inspector  of  Aliens  holding  Warrant  of  Appointment 

Dr.  H.R.T.  Devlin,  Port  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

Other  Staff 

None 

Organisation  of  Work 


The  Port  Medical  Officer  is  notified  of  alien  passengers  or  stowaways  arriving 
at  the  Port  and  arrangements  are  made  to  examine  them  on  board. 

Nature  and  Amount  of  Aliens  Traffic 


During  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1969 
Number  of  ships  carrying  alien  passengers  38 


Number  of  arriving  aliens  (excluding 

Number  of  aliens  medically  examined 

crew) 

451 

4 

Total  No. 
of  Reports 
or 

Certificates 

issued 

Aliens  not 
permitted 
to  land 

A 

Unsound  Mind  or  Mentally  Defective 

1 

Nil 

B(D 

Undesirable  for  Medical  reasons 

1 

Nil 

(a)  Inability  to  support 

- 

Nil 

B(2) 

(b)  Likely  to  require  Medical  treatment 

- 

Nil 

(c)  Inability  to  support  and  likely  to 
require  medical  treatment 

- 

Nil 

c 

Conditionally  landed  for  further 
medical  examination 

1 

Nil 

Totals 

3 

Nil 
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Passenger  Traffic  during  1969 


Arrivals  Departures 


Alien 

461 

163 

Commonwealth 

8 

15 

British 

1,567 

1,540 

Medical  Examination 

of  Commonwealth 

Immigrants 

Number  of  arriving  Commonwealth  citizens 
subject  to  control  under  the  Act 

Number  of  Commonwealth  citizens 
medically  examined 

Reports  and  Certificates  for  Commonwealth 
citizens  medically  examined 


Number  of  reports 
or 

certificates  issued 

Number  of 
Commonwealth 
citizens 
refused  entry 

A 

Suffering  from  Mental 
disorder 

Nil 

B(l) 

Undesirable  for  Medical 

reasons 

Nil 

B(2) 

Likely  to  require  major 
medical  treatment 

Nil 

, 

Nil 

1 

3 Stowaways 
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SECTION  XVI 


MISCELLANEOUS 


Visits  to  ships  requesting  Medical  Aid  boarded  in  Falmouth  Bay  or  while 
anchored  in  Carrick  Road. 


January 

18 

Baya  Mare 

Facial  Fractures 

1 Admitted  Hospital 

21 

Bamburgh  Castle 
Pneumonia 

1 Admitted  Hospital 

February 

2 

Sugar  Carrier 

Pneumonia 

1 Admitted  Hospital 

11 

Sejno 

Thrombosis  - Right  Upper  Arm 

1 Admitted  Hospital 

12 

Galway 

Influenza 

1 Treated  on  Board 

20 

Trinculo 

From  Infected  Port 

Granted  Free  Pratique 

March 

7 

Lady  McGowan 

Vaso  Vagal  Attach 

1 Treated  on  Board 

24 

Sunmalka 

Eye  Injury 

1 Admitted  Hospital 

April 

1 

Rosa  Luxenburg 

Death  by  drowning 

1 Reported  Coroner 

3 

Brooklyn 

Epistaxis 

1 To  Casualty 

May 

10 

Ariel 

Mental  Illness 

1 Admitted  Hospital 

22 

Irish  Elm 

Haematemesis 

1 Admitted  Hospital 

26 

Oak  wood 

Malaria 

1 Admitted  Hospital 

June 

3 

Greybank 

Dyspepsia 

1 Referred  Own  Doctor 

12 


June 

6 

Patio 

Amputation  part  of  finger 

July 

16 

Talamba 

Dyspepsia 

19 

North  Princess 
Appendicitis 

Mona  rch 

Various  Complaints 

August 

1 

Donna  Mytro 
Sutured  Scalp  Wound 

2 

Bamburgh  Castle 
Mental  Illness 

15 

British  Signal 

Head  Injuries 

19 

R.F.A.  Steady 
Duspepsia 

September 

19 

Leonides 

Head  and  Eye  Injuries 
Haematemesis 

December 

24 

Overseas  Travel 
Corona  ry 

26 

Darina 

Overdose 


Seamen  arriving  by  a 

ir  to  join  ships 

Austra  lians 

19 

Burmese 

32 

Chinese 

96 

Egyptians 

1 

Finns 

29 

Greeks 

18 

Hong  Kong 

7 

Indians 

75 

New  Zealanders 

3 

Norwegians 

10 

South  Africans 

42 

334 

1 Referred  Casualty 

1 Referred 

2 Treated  on  Board 

1 Referred  Hospital 

12  Treated  on  Board 

1 Treated  on  Board 

1 Admitted  Hospital 

1 Admitted  Hospital 

1 Admitted  Hospital 

1 Admitted  Hospital 
1 Admitted  Hospital 

1 Admitted  Hospital 

1 Admitted  Hospital 


Howard  Smith 

Inchona 

Ivory  Venture 

Tantalus 

Saija 

Pelops 

Apple  Leaf 

( Overseas  Adventurer 

( British  Talant 
Howard  Smith 
Arian  Victory 
Burland 


13 


During  the  year  more  than  30  ships  were  boarded  in  order  to  deal  with  various 
medical  problems. 

Return  of  Cases  of  Sickness  and  Injury  found  among  seamen  reporting  ashore 


Scabies 

5 

Pediculosis 

1 

Jaundice 

3 

Pneumonia 

5 

Colds  and  Bronchitis 

31 

Stomach  Disorders 

43 

Ear  Conditions 

14 

Throat  Conditions 

27 

Eye  Conditions 

14 

Diabetes 

4 

Influenza 

3 

Dental  Conditions 

12 

Musculo  Skeletal  Pain 

22 

Skin  Diseases  and  Infections 

45 

Various  Injuries 

55 

Miscellaneous 

60 

344 

Cases  of  Venereal  Disease  are  referred  to  the  Special  Clinic 

Numbers  of  cases  referred 


Falmouth 

17 

of  these 

Syphilis 

Gonorrhoea 

Nil 

5 

Truro 

7 

Others 

16 

Some  of  these  had  already  received  treatment  and  were  attending  for  obser- 
vation or  follow  up. 

These  figures  are  kindly  supplied  by  the  Consultant  in  Charge 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PORT  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Falmouth  and  Truro  Port 
Health  Authority, 

I beg  to  submit  my  report  for  the  year  1969,  my  first  full  year  with  this 
Authority . 

During  the  year,  1,324  vessels  entered  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Port  Health 
Authority,  620  from  foreign  ports  and  704  have  arrived  coastwise  from  other 
British  ports,  these  figures  include  216  yachts  (210  from  foreign  ports), 
though  as  it  would  be  impracticable  to  record  all  the  yachts  and  other  small 
pleasure  craft  that  have  arrived  from  other  British  ports,  the  6 yachts  included 
in  the  coastwise  totals  are  those  which  I have  boarded  for  one  reason  or 
another. 

It  is  regretted  that  the  percentage  inspected  is  so  low  (47%)  but  during  the 
year  I have  been  mainly  confined  to  boarding  those  that  arrive  alongside  a 
berth  or  wharf,  however  I am  very  pleased  that  during  the  year  negotiations 
have  been  commenced  to  provide  water  transport,  so  next  year  I hope  to  be 
able  to  report  an  increase  in  the  number  inspected. 

Defects  or  nuisances  were  noted  in  40  vessels  and  verbal  or  written  notice  was 
served,  in  34  cases  these  were  remedied,  mainly  before  leaving  port.  In  some 
cases  however  it  was  necessary  to  write  to  other  Port  Health  Authorities  when 
undertakings  had  been  given  to  complete  the  work  at  sea,  in  order  to  check 
that  the  work  had  finally  been  carried  out. 


A brief  summary  of  the  defects  found,  and  remedied,  is  included  below: 


Found 

Defects 

Remedied 

Defective  watercloset  and  fittings 

6 

6 

wash  basin  and  fittings 

5 

5 

water  service  pipes 

3 

3 

deck  and  floor  coverings 

5 

5 

Dirty  galley  and  pantry 

11 

7 

storerooms  and  refrigerator 

8 

5 

messrooms 

7 

4 

15 


Defects 


Dirty  washrooms  and  W.C. 

Found 

10 

Remedied 

7 

accommodation 

4 

2 

Insect  infestation  of  galley  and  pantry 

31 

31 

storerooms 

20 

20 

accommodation 

11 

10 

Blocked  scuppers  and  waste  pipes 

9 

9 

Storage  and  disposal  of  waste 

6 

6 

Holds  - rodent  proofing 

2 

2 

Totals 

138 

122 

Note: 

Total  Number  of  vessels  found  with  defects  40 

Total  Number  of  vessels  remedied  34 

Smoke  Emission 


Informal  observations  have  been  taken  as  needed  and  whenever  a large 
emission  of  smoke  is  seen,  the  vessel's  officers  are  notified  at  once  and  in  all 
cases  the  nuisance  has  been  abated  before  the  legal  time  limits  have  been 
exceeded  - verbal  warnings  have  been  given  on  14  occasions. 

Inspection  of  ships  stores  and  provisions 

Although  this  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Inspectorate  of  Ships  Stores  and  Pro- 
visions at  the  Board  of  Trade  on  British  Deep-Sea  Vessels,  it  is  the  Port  Health 
Inspector  who  is  frequently  called  in  to  advise  on  the  fitness  of  food  intended 
for  human  consumption,  both  on  British  and  Foreign  owned  ships.  During  the 
year,  8 Certificates  of  Acceptance  of  Voluntary  Surrender  were  issued  and  the 
following  food  was  'condemned': 


Bacon 

Beetroot  (Tinned) 
Biscuits  and  Crispbreads 
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420  lbs. 
80  lbs. 
12  lbs. 


Brown  beans  90  |bs. 

Butter  82  lbs. 

Cake  mix  12  lbs. 

Cauliflower  18  lbs. 

Cocoa  12  lbs. 

Cornflakes  38  lbs. 

Dried  soups  20  lbs. 

Flour  290  lbs. 

Meat  300  lbs. 

Oatmeal,  porridge  oats  and  oat  flour  57  lbs. 

Peas  (frozen)  27  lbs. 

Potatoes  56  lbs. 

Rice  448  lbs. 

Sago  20  lbs. 

Salt  12  lbs. 

Skimmed  milk  powder  173  lbs. 

Spaghetti  and  pasta  138  lbs. 

Sugar  336  lbs. 

Tomatoes  (tinned)  150  lbs. 


In  concluding,  I would  like  to  thank  the  local  Shipping  Agents,  the  local 
boatmen.  Officers  of  H.M.  Customs  and  Excise,  and  the  other  Officers  and 
Members  of  the  Falmouth  and  Truro  Port  Health  Authority  for  all  their  help 
to  me  during  this  year. 

I am  your  obedient  servant, 

David  G.  Rye 

Port  Public  Health  Inspector 
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